
Risk Factors for Late Onset Hearing Loss: 
Family History 

Left undetected, hearing loss in infants can negatively impact speech and language acqui-
sition, academic achievement, and social and emotional development.  If detected early, 
however, morbidity can be diminished and even eliminated through early intervention ser-
vices.  This fact sheet reviews the type of family history of hearing-loss that would indicate 
a need for follow-up care. 

BACKGROUND: 
Approximately 50% of cases of prelingual deafness are attributed to genetic factors; about 30% of 
these are thought to be part of a syndrome.  A three-generation family history can aid in the diag-
nosis of the specific cause of the hearing loss and can aid in determining the recurrence risk for 
other family members. 

RISK FACTORS IN FAMILY HISTORY: 
A family member born with a hearing loss. 

A family member with a hearing loss detected in childhood. 

Hearing loss not caused by a medical condition like prematurity or ear infections. 

Deafness/Hearing loss of a permanent nature: 
NOT associated with old age. 
NOT job-related. 
NOT associated with a sudden noise or accident. 
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For more information about infant hearing loss, please visit our website: www.doh.wa.gov/ehddi. 
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Contact us at: 
Washington State Department of Health 
Early Hearing Loss, Detection, Diagnosis, and Intervention (EHDDI) Program 
1610 NE 150th Street, K17-9, Shoreline, WA 98155-0729 
Phone: (206) 418-5613,  
E-mail: ehddi2@doh.wa.gov 
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